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Section 145.12 also issued under 19 U.S.C.
1315, 1484, 1498;

Sections 145.22 through 145.23 also issued
under 19 U.S.C. 1501, 1514;

Section 145.31 also issued under 19 U.S.C.
1321;

Section 145.32 also issued under 19 U.S.C.
1321, 1498;

Sections 145.35 through 145.38, 145.41, also
issued under 19 U.S.C. 1498;

Section 145.51 also issued under 19 U.S.C.
1305;

Section 145.54 also issued under 19 U.S.C.
1618.

SOURCE: T.D. 73-135, 38 FR 13369, May 21,
1973, unless otherwise noted.

§145.0 Scope.

The provisions of this part apply only
to mail subject to Customs examina-
tion as set forth in §145.2. This part
contains regulations pertaining specifi-
cally to the importation of merchan-
dise through the mails but does not
contain all the regulations applicable
to mail importations. Importations by
mail are subject to the same require-
ments and restrictions as importations
by any other means, except where more
specific procedures for mail importa-
tions are set forth in this part. The fee
applicable to each item of dutiable
mail for which Customs prepares docu-
mentation is set forth in §24.22 of this
chapter.

[T.D. 73-135, 38 FR 13369, May 21, 1973, as
amended by T.D. 78-102, 43 FR 14454, Apr. 6,
1978; T.D. 93-85, 58 FR 54286, Oct. 21, 1993]

Subpart A—General Provisions

§145.1 Definitions.

(a) Mail article. ““Mail article’” means
any posted parcel, packet, package, en-
velope, letter, aerogramme, box, card,
or similar article or container, or any
contents thereof, which is transmitted
in mail subject to customs examina-
tion.

(b) Letter class mail. ‘“‘Letter class
mail” means any mail article, includ-
ing packages, post cards, and
aerogrammes, mailed at the letter rate
or equivalent class or category of post-
age.

(c) Sealed letter class mail. ““‘Sealed let-
ter class mail’”’ means letter class mail
sealed against postal inspection by the
sender.

[T.D. 78-102, 43 FR 14454, Apr. 6, 1978]
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§145.3

§145.2 Mail subject to Customs exam-
ination.

(a) Restrictions. Customs examination
of mail as provided in paragraph (b) of
this section is subject to the restric-
tions and safeguards relating to the
opening of letter class mail set forth in
§145.3.

(b) Generally. All mail arriving from
outside the Customs territory of the
United States which is to be delivered
within the Customs territory of the
United States and all mail arriving
from outside the U.S. Virgin Islands
which is to be delivered within the U.S.
Virgin Islands, is subject to Customs
examination, except:

(1) Mail known or believed to contain
only official documents addressed to
officials of the U.S. Government;

(2) Mail addressed to Ambassadors
and Ministers (Chiefs of Diplomatic
Missions) of foreign countries; and

(3) Letter class mail known or be-
lieved to contain only correspondence
or documents addressed to diplomatic
missions, consular posts, or the officers
thereof, or to international organiza-
tions designated by the President as
public international organizations pur-
suant to the International Organiza-
tions Act (see §148.87(b) of this chap-
ter). Mail, other than letter class mail,
addressed to the designated inter-
national organizations is subject to
Customs examination except where the
organization certifies under its official
seal that the mail contains no dutiable
or prohibited articles. Any Customs ex-
amination made shall, upon request of
the addressee international organiza-
tion, take place in the presence of an
appropriate representative of that or-
ganization.

[T.D. 78-102, 43 FR 14454, Apr. 6, 1978]

§145.3 Opening of letter class mail;
reading of correspondence prohib-
ited.

(a) Matter in addition to correspond-
ence. Except as provided in paragraph
(e), Customs officers and employees
may open and examine sealed letter
class mail subject to Customs examina-
tion which appears to contain matter
in addition to, or other than, cor-
respondence, provided they have rea-
sonable cause to suspect the presence
of merchandise or contraband.
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